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[6]. “CC BY 4.0” means the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public Licence, the full text of 
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 [1]. )e Authors retain copyright in the Article. Nothing in this agreement transfers or assigns ownership of 

copyright to the Publisher. 

[2]. )e Authors grant the Publisher a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive, perpetual and irrevocable 

licence to publish, reproduce, distribute, communicate, display, store and archive the Article, in whole or 

in part, in any medium and in any format now known or later developed. 
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indexing and abstracting services, discovery services, repositories, and digital preservation services, 

subject to the applicable eligibility, technical, and acceptance requirements of those services. 

 Assign a DOI to the Article and register that DOI and its metadata. 

 Use the title, abstract, author names, affiliations and ORCID iDs for the promotion, indexing and 

announcement of the Article and of the Journal. 

 Permit text and data mining of the Article, and to supply the Article to third parties for that purpose, 

consistent with CC BY 4.0. 

[4]. )e licence takes effect on the date this agreement is signed and continues for the full term of copyright 

in the Article and any extension or renewal of it. 

[5]. )e Authors grant this licence on a non-exclusive basis. )e Authors remain free to exercise all rights 

they hold in the Article, subject only to clause 5. 

  

4 Open Access Licence and Its Permanence 

 [1]. )e Version of Record will be published under CC BY 4.0. Under that licence, any member of the public 

may copy, redistribute, adapt, translate, remix, build upon and commercially exploit the Article, in any 

medium or format, provided appropriate credit is given to the Authors and the Journal, a link to the 

licence is provided, and any changes are indicated. 

[2]. )e Authors acknowledge that the CC BY 4.0 licence is irrevocable except as expressly provided in the 

terms of that licence. Publication of the Article under CC BY 4.0 does not permit the Authors or Publisher 

to retroactively impose additional restrictions on rights already granted to the public under that licence. 

[3]. Publication under CC BY 4.0 does not create an obligation to maintain every online copy indefinitely 

where removal, restriction, correction, or other action is required by applicable law, court order, privacy 

requirements, or the Journal's post-publication policies. Where an article is retracted, corrected, or 

removed from the Journal's website, the Journal will maintain an appropriate bibliographic and editorial 

record in accordance with its post-publication policy. 

[4]. )e Authors confirm that CC BY 4.0 is compatible with the open access requirements of any funder, 

institution or employer to which they are subject, or that they have obtained any necessary approval to 

publish on these terms. 

  

5 Rights Retained by the Authors  

 [1]. )e Authors may, at any time and without seeking permission from the Publisher: 

 Post the submitted version, the accepted manuscript and the Version of Record on a personal 

website, an institutional repository, a subject repository or a preprint server, with no embargo 

period; 

 Reuse the Article, in whole or in part, in a thesis, dissertation, book, review, lecture, grant application 

or subsequent work by any of the Authors; 

 Reproduce and distribute copies for teaching, for internal institutional use and for scholarly 
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[2]. When exercising these rights, the Authors will cite the Version of Record and include its DOI. )e 

Authors retain all moral rights, including the right to be identified as the authors of the Article. 
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previously granted any right that conflicts with it; 

 )e Article does not infringe the copyright, trade mark, database right, patent, confidentiality, privacy 

or any other right of any person; 

 )e Article contains nothing defamatory, obscene, unlawful, or that would if acted upon cause injury, 

damage or loss; 

 All data, figures, images and results presented in the Article are genuine, have not been fabricated or 

falsified, and have not been manipulated in any way that misrepresents the findings; 

 All statements presented as fact are accurate to the best of the Authors’ knowledge, and any formula, 

dosage, protocol or instruction has been checked and is accurate; 

 No confidential information belonging to an employer, funder, sponsor or third party has been disclosed 

without authorisation, and any approval required from an employer or funder before publication has 

been obtained; 

 )e Article complies with all applicable laws and with the guidelines of the Journal published on its 

website at the time of acceptance. 
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attribution, confidentiality, and integrity of the Article. 
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8 Research Ethics  

 )e Authors confirm that, where applicable to the Article: 

 )e research was approved by a named institutional review board or ethics committee, and the approval 

number and date are stated in the Article; 

 Research involving human participants was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki, and 

informed consent was obtained from all participants; 

 Written consent to publish has been obtained from any individual who could be identified from a 

photograph, case description, pedigree or other material in the Article, and that consent is held by the 

Authors and will be produced on request; 

 Research involving animals complied with the applicable institutional and national standards for animal 

welfare; 

 Any clinical trial reported was registered prospectively in a publicly accessible registry meeting WHO or 

ICMJE standards, at or before the time of first participant consent, and the registration number is stated 

in the Article; 

 )e data supporting the findings are described in the Article’s Data Availability Statement, and the Authors 

will retain and, on reasonable request, make available the underlying data for at least five years from 

publication. 

 Subject to applicable ethical, legal, privacy, institutional, funder, and contractual requirements. 
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[2]. All financial, personal, academic and institutional interests that could be perceived to influence the work 
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10 8ird-Party Material   

 [1]. Where the Article contains material in which copyright or other rights are held by a third party, including 

figures, tables, photographs, extended quotations, questionnaires, scales, datasets, software output, or 

supplementary material, the Authors are responsible for obtaining all permissions necessary for the 

intended publication and reuse of that material. 

[2]. Where third-party material is not included under the CC BY 4.0 licence applying to the Article, the Article 

must clearly identify that material and state the applicable copyright or licence terms. 

[3]. Where third-party material is intended to be distributed under CC BY 4.0, the Authors must obtain 

permission or a licence that permits such use, including commercial reuse and adaptation where 

applicable. 

[4]. Where permission is unavailable, the material must either be removed, replaced, used under an 

applicable copyright exception or limitation, or otherwise handled in accordance with applicable law. 

[5]. )e Authors must provide appropriate attribution and permission information for third-party material 

where required. 

  

11 Undertakings of the Publisher 

 )e Publisher undertakes to: 

 Publish the Version of Record under CC BY 4.0, with the licence clearly identified on the article itself; 

 Name every Author, with affiliations and ORCID iDs, on the Version of Record; 

 Assign a DOI to the Article and register it with Crossref; 

 Make the Article freely available to readers without charge, registration or embargo; 

 Take reasonable measures to preserve the Article and its metadata and, where available and applicable, 

deposit content with recognised digital preservation services or repositories; 

 Handle any allegation of error or misconduct concerning the Article in accordance with the guidance of 

the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE); 

 Send the Authors proofs before publication and make reasonable corrections requested by the 

corresponding author within the stated proof period. 

  

12 Corrections, Retractions and Permanence of the Record 

 [1]. )e Version of Record forms part of the permanent scholarly record. )e Publisher will ordinarily 

maintain the published Article online. In exceptional circumstances, the Publisher may remove or restrict 

access to the full text where required by law, court order, serious privacy or confidentiality concerns, 

defamation, a serious risk to public health or safety, or other circumstances recognized by applicable 

publication-ethics guidance. Where full-text removal occurs, bibliographic metadata and an explanatory 

notice will normally be retained. 

[2]. Where an error is identified after publication, the Publisher may issue a correction, a corrigendum, an 

erratum, an expression of concern or a retraction notice, following COPE guidance. A retracted article 

remains online, clearly marked as retracted, so that the scholarly record stays complete. 

[3]. )e Authors will cooperate promptly and in good faith with any post-publication inquiry, including by 

supplying original data, images, code or approvals on request. 

[4]. )e Publisher may issue a correction or retraction without the Authors’ consent where the Authors do 

not respond within a reasonable period, where they cannot agree among themselves, or where the 

evidence requires it. Any such notice will state who has, and has not, agreed to it. 
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and, to the extent permitted by applicable law, shall be responsible for losses directly arising from a material 

breach of those warranties. 

[2]. To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, the Publisher shall not be liable for indirect, incidental, 
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the reviewers of any method, finding, product or opinion it contains. 
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under a contract of employment or otherwise, this agreement must also be signed by a person authorised 

to act for that employer or institution, in Section 18. 

[2]. Where an Author is an officer or employee of a government and the contribution falls within their official 
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fullest extent permitted in respect of that contribution. 
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 [1]. )is agreement takes effect on the date of the last signature and remains in force notwithstanding any later 

correction, retraction or dispute concerning the Article. 

[2]. If the Article is not published by the Journal, this agreement lapses and all rights granted under it revert 

to the Authors, except in respect of any use already lawfully made. 



 

[3]. )is agreement is the entire agreement between the parties concerning the publication of the Article and 

supersedes any earlier understanding. It may be varied only by a written agreement signed by the Publisher 

and the corresponding author acting with the authority of all Authors, or by all affected parties where 
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[4]. If any provision of this agreement is held to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions continue 

in full force. 

[5]. An electronic signature, a scanned signature, or a signature applied by a recognised electronic signing 

service, has the same effect as a handwritten signature. )e agreement may be signed in counterparts, each 
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